


wall in your dining room, I am painting on

another human being and they are relying

on me to get it right," she says.

And how does she measure success?

"A good face painter uses optical illusion

to create the face that they want the

model and onlookers to see. Let's say

that I paint a child with a tiger face.

When I am done, they get out of the

chair and go look into the mirror. When

they smile, I know they are happy. But

then, all of a sudden, they start to growl

and chase the other kids around. That's

when I know I got it right. They aren't

just painted to look like a tiger, they are

a tiger!"

A member of the Central Virginia

Face Painters Association, Miner admits

to being in love with what she does.

"Face painting is a collaboration

between the model and the artist." And

taking into account the underlying bone

structure, the muscles, the teeth, the

color and texture of the client's skin,

the placement of the person's individual

features, their hairline, their ears, the

shape of their eyes and mouth, she asks

them, "Who do you want to become?"

Most popular for the little kids are:

the spider person, the bat person, kitty

and puppy designs. Tween girls tend to

go for pink and purple butterflies and she

often makes skulls for the boys. Working

with adults is when Miner's art becomes

more elaborate. "They like eye designs,"

she says. "Men like tribal designs, or may

want the logo of a favorite football team,

that kind of thing."

And Miner was tickled when, at a

Fluvanna school fair, a father and local

substance abuse counselor from Region

Ten asked for his face to resemble a

character from the movie "Avatar." "I had

been practicing an 'Avatar' design and he

was the first person to ask for it—I had

fun doing it!"

All of her fun work is thanks to a

constant pursuit of face and body art

education. Miner attends six to eight

workshops a year and studies with some

of the best in the business.

"I've trained with three winners of

the world body painting competitions

in Austria. Think Cirque de Soliel," she

says.

Miner has worked for private

parties, community events and can set

up for business functions, too. An online

portfolio of her work can be viewed at

bodyartforgrownups.com (for adults) or

see what magic she can create for kids on

teamfacepaint.com. "On both pages there

is a calendar of events to find where I'll

be next."
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